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SAFEGUARDING AND 
SPORTS INTEGRITY FOR 
TECHNICAL OFFICIALS
PROMOTINGETHICAL STANDARDS AND PROTECTION IN BOXING



PURPOSEOF DOCUMENT
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Communicate the mandatory 
safeguarding and integrity 

requirements

Clarify responsibilities, and 
expected behaviour of 

Technical Officials 

Ensure alignment with the 
Code of Conduct and 
applicable regulations 



MAIN DOCUMENTS
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Code of Conduct
CLICK 
HERE

Code for the prevention of 
manipulation of boxing 

competitions 

CLICK 
HERE

https://worldboxing.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/World-Boxing-Code-of-Conduct-Policy.pdf
https://worldboxing.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/World-Boxing-Code-of-Conduct-Policy.pdf
https://worldboxing.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/World-Boxing-Code-for-the-Prevention-of-Manipulation-of-Boxing-Competitions-FINAL.pdf
https://worldboxing.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/World-Boxing-Code-for-the-Prevention-of-Manipulation-of-Boxing-Competitions-FINAL.pdf


BOXING CODE OF CONDUCT 
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BOXING CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Integrity

Reporting 
Obligations

Harassment

Responsibilities 

Non Compliance 
Risks

Article 1: I shall ensure that my conduct may not in any manner tarnish the reputation of the sport of boxing or World 
Boxing, and I shall uphold the laws of the Host Nation, act in a lawful manner and refrain from encouraging others to 
break any laws. 

Article 2: I shall abide by all Competition Rules and guidelines for all World Boxing Competitions.

Article 3: I shall not collude or collaborate with any party to violate any rule of sport or the World Boxing Code of Ethics. 

Article 4: I shall always conduct myself in a professional manner, and respect the rights, dignity and worth of every 
person, in particular, the Technical Delegate and all Technical Officials, Referee & Judges, team officials and competitors. 

Article 5: I shall not under any circumstances, directly or indirectly, solicit, accept or offer any form of remuneration or 
commission, or any concealed benefit, service or gift of any nature that could be considered as a bribe or undue 
influence. 

Article 6: I shall not bet on any World Boxing Competitions, nor shall I bet on any other sports held at the same event. 

Article 7: I shall not share inside information at any time or under any circumstances. 



ARTICLE 5. GIFTS
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NO GIFTS 
OF WHATEVER VALUE



BOXING CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Integrity

Reporting 
Obligations

Harassment

Responsibilities 

Non Compliance 
Risks

Article 8: I must immediately report any 
approaches or offers, and any observed breaches 
of the World Boxing Code of Conduct, to World 
Boxing by submitting a report via the WB Integrity 
Hotline (ethics@worldboxing.org).

During the competition, if someone contacts 
you or you notice anything suspicious, report 
it immediately to World Boxing staff. They will 
help you take the correct action.

mailto:ethics@worldboxing.org


BOXING CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Integrity

Reporting 
Obligations

Harassment

Responsibilities 

Non Compliance 
Risks

Article 9: I shall not engage in any form of harassment or abuse, including cyber-enabled abuse, be it physical, 
professional, emotional or sexual, or cause or instigate any physical injuries outside of competition or any mental 
injuries. 

Article 10: I shall not discriminate against anyone, nor condone discriminatory comments, activities or behaviors 
against anyone, either in person or online, against anyone on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, age, national 
origin, disability or sexual orientation. 
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BOXING CODE OF CONDUCT 
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Integrity

Reporting 
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Responsibilities 
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WHICH ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION 
DEVICES CAN I USE IN THE....
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COMPETITION 
VENUE? 

FOP?

Cell phone

Laptop

Audio Recorder/Translator 

Digital camera

Tablet

Smart watch

Pager

World Boxing Electronic Device

Cell phone

Laptop

Audio Recorder/Translator 

Digital camera

Tablet

Smart watch

Pager

World Boxing Electronic Device



BOUNDARY & RELATIONSHIP RISKS 

Å Becoming too familiar with: 

ð Athletes

ð Coaches

ð Team staff

Å Socializing (meals, drinks, travel etc)

Å Private conversations in isolated areas 

THESE ARE VERY COMMON IN COMPETITIONS:
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Risks: 

Å Perceived bias

Å Loss of neutrality

Å Grooming/inappropriate influence



SAFEGUARDING

Safeguarding means protecting all participants from harm and ensuring a 

safe, respectful and fair environment for everyone involved in the 

competition. 

Who does it apply to? 

Safeguarding is not only about athletes ς it applies to: 

Å Technical officials

Å Volunteers

Å Coaches and team staff

Å All accredited participants 

Key risks in safeguarding: 

Å Harassment or abusive behaviour

Å Discrimination or exclusion

Å Bullying or intimidation 

Å Abuse of authority

Å Inappropriate relationships or boundary issues

WHAT IS SAFEGUARDING? 
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CONFIDENTIALITY BREACHES 

Technical Officials have access to sensitive and privileged information that is not 

available to the public. 

This information must be protected at all times. 

Why this is a risk? 

Å Information can be misused or leaked

Å Can create unfair advantage for certain teams 

Å Can damage trust in officials and the competition 

Å Can lead to manipulation attempts 

IF THE INFORMATION IS NOT PUBLIC ς DO NOT SHARE IT!

WHY THIS MATTERS? 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Confidence
Å Stay confident without 

arrogance, remain 
focused.

Professionalism
Å Have fun, enjoy yourself, 

however in and around 
the FOP you are to 
remain professional.

Honesty
Å Have moral character and 

virtuous attributes.
Å Be honest to your peers, 

to boxers, to yourself.

Integrity
Å Be true to yourself, trust 

ability and be consistent. 
Everything you do is a 
moment for all of us. 

Fairness
Å Know the rules and apply 

those rules fairly and 
equally. 

Respect
Å Respect everyone, no 

matter gender, ethnicity
Å Respect property; be 

thankful to those who 
gave us this opportunity

Legacy
Å What will be your legacy? 
Å How do you want to be 

remembered? 

Code of Conduct 
Å Understand and respect 

code of conduct 



What is competition manipulation? - YouTube

The Olympic movement Unit on the prevention of 
manipulation of competitions - YouTube

What is Competition Manipulation?

Prevention of Competition Manipulation ς YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0T66pB1V4Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0T66pB1V4Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0T66pB1V4Q8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gM72PW_tWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gM72PW_tWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gM72PW_tWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gM72PW_tWg
https://youtu.be/u9x0_Jfdko4
https://youtu.be/u9x0_Jfdko4
https://youtu.be/u9x0_Jfdko4


R&J Evaluation System





Criteria for Judge 
Sanctions

2nd Offence treated 
like 1st Offence if 

more than 30 bouts.

3rd Offence treated 
like 2nd Offence if 

more than 45 bouts.

1st offence = The Referee will be suspended as a Referee for (1) one session.

2nd offence =The Referee will be suspended as a Referee for (2) two sessions (1) one session and 
removed from the Referee pool for the final stage of competition.

3rd offence = The Referee will be suspended as a Referee for the remainder of the tournament.

1st offence = The Judge will be suspended from (1) one session as a Referee and Judge

2nd offence = The Judge will be suspended as a Referee and Judge for (2) two sessions (1) 
session and removed from the Referee & Judge pool for the final stage of competition

3rd offence = The Judge will be suspended as a Referee and Judge for the remainder of the 
event.



SANCTION POLICY



Å

Å

Å



Å

Å



Video Bout 
Review

ÅThe R&J Lounge will have at least 1 
laptop to access all bouts from the previous 
ŘŀȅΩǎ sessions.

ÅR&Js might be asked to review a 
particular bout to assess their performance.

ÅR&Js are advised to take advantage of 
the material available to help better their 
performance.

ÅR&Js will be required to review videos on 
bouts where sanctions apply.

ÅContinuous Education for R&Js 
sanctioned out of competition



Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å



TD



Competition 
Rules



World Boxing Tournaments ςv-  Other 
International Tournaments?

A Judge Evaluator will 
score each round in 
parallel with a 2nd Judge 
Evaluator, for comparison. 
The 2nd Judge evaluator is 
situated outside of the 
FOP (Observer position).             

Judges must push the 
button on the scoring pad 
within 5 seconds after 
the bell rings to end the 
round.  

Compulsory count limits; 
(3) counts in one round 
or 4 counts in a bout. This 
applied to all divisions.

No bout protests or bout 
review regulations have 
been established for all 
World Boxing  
tournaments.

A ringside doctor may treat 
an injury for a maximum of 
one-minute and only once 
per bout per boxer. 

All Boxers must wear a 
Gumshield during a bout 
and can be of any colour 
. 

Badges of any kind will 
not be worn on the 
uniform, unless provided 
by World Boxing. 
Everyone should refrain 
from wearing clothing 
that represents an NF, 
NOC or IF.



Coffee Break



Referee
Procedures



Referees

ÅKnockdowns

ÅStopping a bout or administering a Count

ÅFacial Cuts

ÅHead Butt

ÅVerbal Commands



Cautions

ÅSoft vs. Strong

ÅFlagrant

ÅHolding vs. Clinching



ÅTen seconds left in the round (Timekeeper sounding device)

ÅTen seconds left in the rest period (It is mandatory that the Referee  comes 
to the center of the ring at this point)

ÅwŜŦŜǊŜŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎ ό5ƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴΩǘǎύ

Å  Physically breaking a Hold.  Alternatives

Å/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ά¢ƛƳŜέ

ÅHandling Boxers in the corners or against the ropes

ÅHandling Awkward Clinches/Holding

ÅPoint towards a Boxer

ÅWave off in the event of a slip

ÅWave off in the event you are stopping the bout

ÅTo administer a Standing 8-cout

Å If a Boxer is Knocked out of the ring or slips out 

Referee 
Procedures



ÅTo Disqualify a Boxer

ÅVoice

ÅStay with the boxer if you have to escort to the corner (equipment, 
etc.)

ÅLow Blow Scenario 

ÅHandling a bloody nose

ÅHandling facial cut due to correct blows or accidental 

ÅHandling facial cut due to intentional foul (head butt, elbow, etc.) 

Referee 
Procedures



Issues and 
Solutions













Re-occurring Mistakes

When there is an 
ISSUE, consider 

more carefully and 
identify the CAUSE, 

don't caution a 
symptom.

 

Holding is a foul ς 
recognize the 

difference between 
holding and a 

clinch! Not letting 
boxers use a foul as 
a tactic. Allowing 
holding is allowing 

cheating, and a 
boxer significantly 
cheated in Pueblo.

The referee can 
elevate / increase 

the caution in 
severity, to indicate 
the message that a 
warning will come 

(sell the foul); there 
is some 'Theatre' 
involved, but it 

works the bout well.

Positioning, get the 
range correct for 

using the voice and 
for ensuring one 
anticipates the 

optimum position to 
see the danger; be 
efficient, smart in 

movement.

Do Not stand still! a, 
The boxers move 

quicker than you do 
and can collide with 
you. b, you may be 
blocking a judge's 

view.

Control. Don't wait 
til the last round to 
administer warnings 

and a 
disqualification!



Signals

for

Fouls

Signals for    
Fouls


