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Youth Olympic Games Dakar 2026
Athlete Selection Report

·   120 athlete quota places have been successfully allocated across 79 National Olympic Committees. 
·   The final athlete field achieves full gender parity (60 male and 60 female athletes) and representation from all five continents. 
·   The World Boxing Futures Cup was implemented to support the IOC Athlete Performance principle and ensure athletes met the required competitive standard for participation. 
 
·  World Boxing provided financial support for travel and accommodation to 23 participating National Federations and NOC’s through Olympic Solidarity and development funding. 

Summary
The athlete selection process for the Boxing competition at the Dakar 2026 Youth Olympic Games has been completed, resulting in the allocation of all 120 athlete quota places across 79 National Olympic Committees (NOCs).
The final allocation delivers strong global representation across all five continents, achieves full gender parity with 60 male and 60 female athletes, and aligns with the IOC Participation Principles for Dakar 2026.
World Boxing implemented a selection system that balanced the IOC objectives of universality, continental representation, NOC representation and gender equality with the requirement to ensure that athletes participating at the Youth Olympic Games possess an appropriate competitive standard and can compete safely.

IOC Participation Principles
The IOC Participation Principles for Dakar 2026 identify six key pillars for athlete selection:
· Universality
· Continental Representation
· Athlete Performance
· Gender Equality
· NOC Representation
· Event Representation
A key objective of World Boxing's qualification system was to ensure compliance with all six principles whilst maintaining the sporting integrity of the competition.

Athlete Quota Allocation
A total of 120 athlete quota places have been allocated:
· 60 Male Athletes
· 60 Female Athletes
The final allocation represents 79 National Olympic Committees.
Continental Breakdown
	Continent
	NOCs
	Athlete Quotas

	Europe
	25
	31

	Asia
	20
	31

	Africa
	18
	30

	Americas
	12
	20

	Oceania
	4
	8

	Total
	79
	120


The allocation provides broad geographical representation and ensures participation from all five continents.
NOC Representation
Largest Delegations
	NOC
	Quotas

	Algeria
	5

	Egypt
	4

	Mexico
	4

	Australia
	3

	Colombia
	3

	Japan
	3

	Kazakhstan
	3

	Senegal
	3

	Uzbekistan
	3









Athlete Performance and the World Boxing Futures Cup
One of the IOC's key participation pillars is Athlete Performance.
To support this principle, World Boxing organised the World Boxing Futures Cup in Bangkok, Thailand, to assess athlete performance and ensure that athletes selected for Dakar 2026 possessed the competitive standard required for participation at the Youth Olympic Games.
World Boxing also provided travel and accommodation support to 23 participating National Federations/NOC’s through Olympic Solidarity funding reducing financial barriers to participation and supporting athlete access to the qualification process.
This funding support totalled $183,000 USD.
The Futures Cup provided important data regarding athlete readiness and safety.
Key Outcomes
· All 120 athlete quota places successfully allocated.
· 79 National Olympic Committees represented.
· Full gender parity achieved (60 men and 60 women).
· Representation achieved across all five continents.
· Broad NOC representation achieved in line with IOC objectives.
· Athlete performance assessment completed through the World Boxing Futures Cup.
· Olympic Solidarity and World Boxing funding provided to support athlete participation.
· Athlete safety and competitive integrity objectives successfully achieved.
· The qualification process successfully balanced universality and continental representation with athlete performance requirements.
Conclusion
The Dakar 2026 Boxing qualification process has successfully delivered a globally representative athlete field while maintaining the standards required for international youth competition.
The final athlete selection reflects the IOC Participation Principles, supports athlete welfare and safety, ensures broad global participation, and positions World Boxing to deliver a high-quality boxing competition at the Youth Olympic Games Dakar 2026.






Appendix
Table of Women’s Weight Categories for Dakar 2026
	#
	Quota
	W48
	W51
	W54
	W57
	W60

	1
	AFRICA 1
	ALG
	BOT
	EGY
	ALG
	ALG

	2
	AFRICA 2
	NGR
	KEN
	MAR
	SEN
	EGY

	3
	AFRICA 3
	MAR
	ALG
	BEN
	TUN
	SEN

	4
	EUROPE 1
	AZE
	BEL
	ROU
	HUN
	NED

	5
	EUROPE 2
	GBR
	POL
	GER
	FRA
	LTU

	6
	ASIA 1
	MGL
	BHU
	JPN
	IRI
	KGZ

	7
	ASIA 2
	IND
	JOR
	KAZ
	KAZ
	JPN

	8
	AMERICAS 1
	COL
	VEN
	VEN
	ECU
	UZB

	9
	AMERICAS 2
	MEX
	PAN
	COL
	BRA
	UKR

	10
	OCEANIA 1
	TUR
	AUS
	AUS
	TPE
	FIJ

	11
	Universality
	THA
	CAN
	KOR
	POL
	CHN

	12
	Universality
	ITA
	NZL
	UZB
	UKR
	SVK



Table of Men’s Weight Categories for Dakar 2026
	#
	Quota
	M50
	M55
	M60
	M65
	M70

	1
	AFRICA 1
	SEN
	TOG
	SEY
	ALG
	EGY

	2
	AFRICA 2
	NAM
	MRI
	MRI
	EGY
	GHA

	3
	AFRICA 3
	SOM
	LBA
	GAM
	TJK
	LBA

	4
	EUROPE 1
	IRL
	GEO
	TUR
	ARM
	LAT

	5
	EUROPE 2
	ROU
	SWE
	SVK
	ESP
	CZE

	6
	ASIA 1
	IND
	LBN
	THA
	JPN
	BAN

	7
	ASIA 2
	TKM
	KSA
	CHN
	JOR
	UAE

	8
	AMERICAS 1
	MEX
	DOM
	HON
	TTO
	MEX

	9
	AMERICAS 2
	COL
	CAN
	GUA
	MEX
	ECU

	10
	OCEANIA 1
	NZL
	AUS
	FIJ
	ISR
	SAM

	11
	Universality
	IRQ
	FIN
	GEQ
	MDA
	GBR

	12
	Universality
	HKG
	TKM
	PUR
	UZB
	KAZ
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